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PANTHER WALK-OFF
Eastern’s baseball team lost 2-1 
against Indiana State during 
Tuesday’s game .                                                         
 PAGE 8
PIANO BATTLE ROYALE 
Two German pianists go head to head in 
musical battle and let the audience choose 
the winner.
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Lady Save the Bees models in front of her “resist” poster, in which she spray painted as part of The Students  Drag Show. All the proceeds will go to SACIS.
Faculty, page 5 
Drag Queen ‘drags’ President Trump
Plain Jane models during The Student Drag Show, where students 
lipsynced, danced and strutted on stage.
Lady Save the Bees performs a dance for the crowd during The Student 
Drag Show in the 7th Street Underground on Tuesday night.
Faculty 
Senate 
votes to 
support 
Teach Out
By Kennedy Nolen and Liz 
Stephens
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
City Reporter | @ejstephens_jou
Lady Save the Bees trumped the 
crowd Tuesday night in the 7th Street 
Underground with her anti-Trump 
performance to resist misogyny, 
homophobia, racism, transphobia 
and bigotry.
Alex Woolley, a sophomore studio 
art major, took on the persona of 
Lady Save the Bees for the first 
Student Drag Show hosted by EIU 
Pride. 
She wore a denim jacket adorned 
with “F--- Trump” on the reverse 
side, then spray-painted “RESIST” 
on a paper scroll behind her.
The show was in preparation 
for the DIVA Drag Show at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union Grand Ballroom.
All proceeds from both shows 
will be donated to Sexual Assault 
Counseling and Information Service.
The  show cons i s t ed  o f  two 
categories, which were runway and 
lip-syncing.
Ava Isabella Sanchez, Chastity La 
Pierre, Lady Save the Bees, Danny 
Long  Legs ,  Run Around Sue , 
Madame Succub---- and Plain Jane 
Lane Berglain were the queens who 
performed.
In between categories, the audience 
members had the opportunity to 
strut on the runway as the queens 
prepared backstage for their next 
performances.
Drag shows are an accumulation of 
performing arts, music, theater and 
visual arts, Lady Save the Bees said.
In preparat ion,  she sa id she 
practiced applying her makeup for 
nearly two months.
Lady Save the Bees said it was her 
first time performing in drag, and she 
had never lip-synced in front of an 
audience while dancing, nor had she 
worn full drag garb.
She hopes to continue doing shows 
in the future and said she would love 
to perform at Chester Street Bar in 
Champaign. 
“ I  am ver y  concept  dr iven . 
Concepts come to me first, then 
visual parts comes later,” she said.
One of Lady Save the Bees’ outfits 
and performances made a political 
statement. She performed to an anti-
Trump song and got a strong, positive 
response from the audience.
Another  out f i t  was  a  b l ack 
mourning dress with beads, and 
she carried a bouquet. She said she 
pulled inspiration from “The Addams 
Family” for this look.
A performance by Vander Von 
Odd had a similar, murderous song, 
she said.
“It would be sickening” to recreate 
the concept from Vander Von Odd 
with her own ideas, Lady Save the 
Bees said.
Lady Save The Bees, Danny Long 
Legs, Madame Succub---- and Plain 
Jane Lane Berglain were the four 
winners and will open for the DIVA 
Drag Show Thursday.
Volunteers who want to help set 
up for the DIVA Drag Show can do 
so for two hours to receive $5 off of 
their entry.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
Liz Stephens can be reached at 581-
2812 or ejstephens2@eiu.edu.
By Cassie Buchman
News Editor | @cjbuchman
The Faculty Senate discussed the re-
port it sent to the administration review-
ing Workgroup No.7’s recommendations 
on academic programs and passed a reso-
lution supporting a Teach Out at its meet-
ing Tuesday.
The Faculty Senate had created a sub-
committee in February to review the rec-
ommendations on the programs in Afri-
cana studies, philosophy, and career and 
technical education, which were recom-
mended for deletion or consolidation by 
Workgroup no.7. In its report, the sub-
committee determined that the three pro-
grams should be given time and encour-
aged to enact the structural changes cur-
rently underway instead of being elimi-
nated.
“Dismantling these three programs or 
otherwise enforcing Workgroup No.7’s 
recommendations would at this time like-
ly result in more harm than good,” ac-
cording to the report. “The Faculty Sen-
ate believes that EIU can ill afford at this 
juncture to eliminate programs without a 
demonstrated benefit to the long-term fis-
cal and/or academic health of this univer-
sity.” 
The committee found that the Afri-
cana studies program is in discussion with 
the Latin American studies, Asian studies 
and women’s studies programs to consol-
idate some current offerings and find in-
novative programming to meet the needs 
of the current student population.
“It would better serve our institution to 
allow these changes to be driven by facul-
ty aware of the needs, strengths, and chal-
lenges of their programs and the ways that 
diverse programs can work together, than 
to make an arbitrary ‘top-down’ edict that 
would enforce an elimination or consoli-
dation of a major,” the report said.
For career and technological education, 
the subcommittee found the program has 
shown strong enrollment numbers un-
til the year 2013. Though the program 
has seen low enrollment in recent years, 
the subcommittee wrote, there is high de-
mand in the field for workers with a ca-
reer and technological education skill set.
“Such strong numbers of graduating 
students (until very recently), coupled 
with promising job prospects, would indi-
cate that eliminating CTE is premature at 
this time,” the committee wrote.
Regarding philosophy, the subcommit-
tee wrote that eliminating it would lead to 
a loss of credibility as a university and that 
the program has the best student-cred-
it-hour production in the College of Arts 
and Humanities.
Like the Africana studies program, phi-
losophy has also been engaged in conver-
sations with related programs to develop 
new interdisciplinary programs.
EIU Pride hosts first 
Student Drag Show
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Supreme Court nominee Neil Gor-
such declared Tuesday he's made no 
promises to Donald Trump or anyone 
else about how he'll vote on abortion 
or other issues and testified he'll have 
no trouble as a justice holding anyone 
accountable, including the president 
who picked him.
Gorsuch also called Trump's at-
tacks on federal judges "dishearten-
ing" and "demoralizing."
Republican Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina asked Gorsuch 
whether Trump had asked him to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, the case estab-
lishing a right to abortion, and what 
he would have done had Trump asked 
him to do so.
"Senator, I would have walked out 
the door," Gorsuch replied. "That's 
not what judges do."
When Vermont Democratic Sen. 
Patrick Leahy asked Gorsuch if a pres-
ident is free to ignore laws on nation-
al security grounds, Gorsuch replied 
that "nobody is above the law in this 
country, and that includes the presi-
dent of the United States."
On a day mostly devoid of drama, 
Gorsuch batted away Democrats' ef-
forts to get him to reveal his views on 
abortion, guns and other controver-
sial issues, insisting he keeps "an open 
mind for the entire process" when he 
makes rulings. 
Gorsuch likewise wouldn't com-
ment on litigation over Trump's ef-
forts to ban travel to the U.S. by peo-
ple from some mainly Muslim coun-
tries. He did, however, say public-
ly what he had previously told sena-
tors in private about Trump's attacks 
on judges who ruled against him on 
that issue.
"When anyone criticizes the hon-
esty and integrity or the motives of a 
federal judge, I find that dishearten-
ing, I find that demoralizing," he said.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, the Con-
necticut Democrat, asked, "Including 
the president?"
"Anyone is anyone," Gorsuch re-
plied.
The nominee resists all requests 
to say how he feels about Supreme 
Court decisions, even as he is asked 
about them again and again. Such 
was the case with questions about rul-
ings on campaign finance, abortion, 
gun rights, even a privacy ruling from 
1965 that John Roberts explicitly en-
dorsed in his confirmation hearing in 
2005.
Sen. Richard Durbin of Illinois 
pressed Gorsuch on claims by a for-
mer student at the University of Col-
orado Law School who said Gorsuch 
implied in a legal ethics class in April 
that he believes many female job ap-
plicants unfairly manipulate compa-
nies by hiding plans to begin fami-
lies. She remembered him saying that 
many accept job offers but quickly 
leave with maternity benefits.
"Those are not my words and I 
would never have said them," Gor-
such said. He later explained he was 
trying to teach students about inap-
propriate questions from prospective 
employers, not endorsing such inqui-
ries. Other students told the AP the 
accuser was misconstruing the lesson.
Republicans are unanimous in sup-
port of Gorsuch. 
There are now just eight justices on 
the nine-member high court.
With a Senate narrowly divid-
ed 52-48 between Republicans and 
Democrats, McConnell would need 
eight Democrats to get Gorsuch over 
procedural hurdles to a final confir-
mation vote.
No one above law, Supreme Court pick says
Trump pushes GOP to pass health care bill
Time for talk running out, Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Tuesday 
warned wavering House Republi-
cans that their jobs were on the line 
in next year's elections if they failed 
to back a GOP bill that would upend 
Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act.
The countdown quickened toward 
an expected vote Thursday on legis-
lation undoing much of the law that 
has provided coverage to some 20 
million Americans. Trump huddled 
behind closed doors with rank-and-
file Republicans just hours after GOP 
leaders unveiled changes intended to 
pick up votes by doling out conces-
sions to centrists and hardliners alike.
Trump's message to Republicans: 
"If you don't pass the bill there could 
be political costs," said Rep. Walter 
Jones, R-N.C.
Even with the revisions, the out-
look for House passage remains dic-
ey. After a day of cajoling votes, a se-
nior administration official said the 
White House is trying to persuade 
about 20 to 25 House Republicans 
who are either opposed or undecided. 
House leaders and Trump can only 
afford to lose 21. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity to discuss 
internal deliberations.
The GOP bill would scale back 
the role of government in the private 
health insurance market, and lim-
it future federal financing for Med-
icaid. It would repeal tax increases 
on the wealthy that Democrats used 
to pay for Obama's coverage expan-
sion. Fines enforcing the Obama-era 
requirement that virtually all Amer-
icans have coverage would be elimi-
nated.
The nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that 24 mil-
lion fewer people will have health in-
surance in 2026 under the GOP bill.
Trump warned House Republicans 
they'd seal their political doom if 
they waver, with the party potential-
ly losing control of the House. Still, 
several conservatives were steadfast in 
their opposition even after the session 
with Trump.
Rep. Chris Collins, R-N.Y., said 
Trump told Republicans he would 
campaign for them if they backed the 
bill. Trump didn't indicate what he 
would do to those who vote against 
the bill, but during the caucus, he 
singled out Rep. Mark Meadows, R-
N.C., an outspoken critic of the bill.
Collins said Trump asked Mead-
ows to stand up, called him a great 
guy and said he is counting on Mead-
ows to get this over the line.
Meadows was still a "no" vote at 
the end of the day.
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., told 
reporters that if Republicans pass the 
legislation, "people will reward us. If 
we don't keep our promise, it will be 
very hard to manage this."
If the bill advances, prospects are 
uncertain in the Senate, where Re-
publicans hold a slim majority. Six 
GOP senators have expressed deep 
misgivings including Tom Cotton of 
Arkansas, who said Tuesday he can-
not support the House bill.
In an Associated Press interview, 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, R-Ky., signaled he'd use 
Trump's clout to pressure unhappy 
Republicans in his chamber.
The House GOP bill would end 
Obama-era subsidies based on peo-
ples' incomes and the cost of insur-
ance. A Medicaid expansion to 11 
million more low-income people 
would disappear.
Instead, the bill would provide 
tax credits based chiefly on age to 
help people pay premiums. But in-
surers could charge older consumers 
five times the premiums they charge 
younger people instead of Obama's 
3-1 limit.
The revisions by House GOP lead-
ers to round up votes come at a cost 
— literally. Congressional budget ex-
perts had projected that the origi-
nal bill would cut federal deficits by 
$337 billion over a decade. But that 
amount is dwindling as top Republi-
cans dole out provisions helping old-
er and disabled people.
To address criticism that the bill 
would leave many older people with 
higher costs, GOP leaders have tak-
en an unusual approach. They added 
language paving the way for the Sen-
ate, if it chooses, to make the bill's 
tax credit more generous for people 
age 50-64. Republicans said the plan 
sets aside $85 billion over 10 years 
for that purpose. In another change, 
the bill would lower the income tax 
threshold for deducting medical ex-
penses.
Democrats remain solidly opposed 
to the GOP repeal effort.
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HELP WANTED
$10.25 per hour with a pay increase after all training is completed
CCAR Industries is recruiting for full/part-time Direct Service Personnel staff 
for evening and weekend shifts to work with adults with developmental dis-
abilities in 12 group homes in Charleston. Valid drivers' license and a social 
security card are required. Must be able to pass criminal background checks. 
For more information about CCAR Industries’ employment opportunities 
visit www.ccarindustries.org. Applications may be sent on-line or obtained at 
1530 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920.  E.O.E.
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OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Participants in The Piano Battle take part in the ping pong competition on stage. Paul Cibis and Andreas Kern are German Pianists who have been doing piano battles since 2010, when they 
were mistakenly scheduled for the same performance.
Musicians go head-to-head in Piano Battle 
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Paul Cibis smiles to the crowd after a piano competion with Andreas Kern 
as part of The Piano Battle.
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Participants prepare to partake in the ping pong competition as part of 
The Piano Battle in the Dvorak Concert Hall on Tuesday night.
By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
Two pianists  from Germany, 
Paul Cibis and Andreas Kern, faced 
off in the Dvorak Concert Hall 
Tuesday night as part of their 14-
stop piano battle tour in the Unit-
ed States. 
The show, which was six rounds 
long, combined classical  piano 
playing with light-hearted compe-
tition and a great deal of audience 
interaction. 
Audience members voted af-
ter each round for the pianist they 
thought won that round. Whoev-
er won the round pushed his piano 
closer to the finish line. At the end 
of the sixth round, whoever was 
past the finish line was the winner. 
Kern was crowned the winner at 
the end of the show, although there 
was some hesitation as to who won.
To announce the winner, they 
asked an audience member to join 
them on stage to determine who 
was the winner. Audience members 
used double-sided black-and-white 
cards to cast their vote by raising 
them high in the air.
The man who was on stage to 
determine the winner could not 
decide and said that both Cibis and 
Kern deserved to win.
A new judge was brought on 
stage who then decided that Kern 
had more votes from the audience.
“I think tonight went well,  I 
actually think I was the winner 
though,” Cibis chuckled. “It wasn’t 
planned to have a referee on stage 
that refused to make a decision.”
Cibis said that although they do 
go on stage to win, in the end it is 
about music and the love of music 
that they share.
“We are performing against each 
other on stage with a mutual aim 
in mind,” he said.
“It’s always great to win, but ac-
tually at the end of course it’s not 
the main goal,” Kern said. 
Kern said he thought the perfor-
mance went very well even though 
the end was a bit unpredicted.
“The hall was very wonderful, 
we could feel the audience with 
us,” he said. “The tour in the U.S 
has been absolutely amazing. It’s 
fantastic to meet so many nice peo-
ple in Charleston and everywhere 
else we go. It’s touching.”
Cibis and Kern have mainly per-
formed throughout Asia and Eu-
rope. This is the first time they 
have toured in the United States. 
They have been to the U.S. to per-
form a few other times, but never 
for a tour of this kind.
When asked about the difference 
of playing in the United States 
compared to elsewhere, both pia-
nists had insight.
“We will probably never play 
two encores  here  in  the  Unit-
ed States,” Kern said. “It’s like in 
Japan, the applause is huge, but 
when it stops, it’s done. In Berlin, 
sometimes there are six encores. It 
goes on and on.”
Kern also said that the audience 
reaction to their performance is 
different.
“ S o m e  p l a c e s  i n  G e r m a n y 
are more conservative and you 
wouldn’t hear an audience member 
shouting ‘good job’ like you would 
here. It’s fantastic,” he said. 
Cibis said he noticed that the 
age of the audience varies from 
place to place.
“In Asia you have a lot of young 
people. There are about 60 to 80 
million people learning how to 
play piano,” he said. “They are 
strongly encouraged to come to the 
shows with their parents, grandpar-
ents, and teachers.”
Bonnie  Buckley,  Char les ton 
community member, said Cibis 
and Kern were not only fantastic 
pianists, but their performance was 
very unique.
“I’ve never seen a piano battle 
before,” she said. “The way they 
interacted and engaged with the 
audience was absolutely wonder-
ful.”
Buckley said with classical mu-
sic, it is not common to use humor 
and comedy like they did, which 
was what she enjoyed most about 
the concert. 
Cibis and Kern will head to Al-
buquerque, New Mexico Wednes-
day to continue on their piano bat-
tle tour.
They plan to tour again in the 
United States in early 2018. 
Loren Dickson can be reached at 581-
2812 or ladickson@eiu.edu.
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Wrong Kind of Race, Still a Beautiful Place
DANIEL FOX | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Dan Preradovic
Cindy Huff
Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bai-
ley Circus’ most famous touring show, “The 
Greatest Show on Earth,” is shutting down af-
ter over one hundred and forty-six years. The 
company is, alas, folding the big circus tent 
forever. 
I am quite sad about this news; it feels to 
me like a part of American history is going 
away. The next generation to come will nev-
er know what it feels like to go to a real cir-
cus and see the dancing elephants, the exotic 
animals—lions, tigers and bears—flashy cos-
tumes worn by the death-defying acrobats, in-
cluding the lady on the flying trapeze and the 
clowns, and the joking and playing tricks on 
each other in the center ring. 
This circus has been a staple of entertain-
ment in the United States since the mid-
1800s and many people from my generation 
will surely miss it. 
I can still smell the hot dogs and cotton 
candy that was once sold in the stands, along 
with fresh peanuts by the bag. My family al-
ways got excited when the circus came to our 
town; the circus brought many families to-
gether to see “The Greatest Show on Earth.” 
When I was a young child I did not un-
derstand that the animals might be suffering 
by being kept in cages or perhaps beaten into 
submission to perform.  Today I know that 
ending the circus also means ending animal 
cruelty and humiliation for human amuse-
ment. 
The elephants have been retired to a sanc-
tuary where they will live out their final days 
in peace. Juliette Feld, chief operating officer, 
said “costs for maintaining the circus is at an 
all-time high. We are always having problems 
with the animal rights activist and now that 
the elephants have been retired it seems that 
no one want to come to the circus anymore.” 
The end of the “Ringling Brothers Circus” 
is also an end to an era for me; it is an end to 
when life seemed simple, wonderful and ex-
citing. It also reminds me that as a grandpar-
ent, I must find new ways to bring our family 
together for an evening of fun entertainment. 
I need to find something besides computers, 
video games and the solitude they bring. 
The headlines are filled with mayhem 
and disaster in our society; day after day our 
youth are exposed to things that they should 
never even hear about. 
We must do everything that we can possi-
bly do to hold our families together in Amer-
ica today the world is changing and it’s get-
ting to be a scary place. I may not be able to 
recreate the magic of the “Greatest Show On 
Earth,” but I can still create the magic that 
brings families together in other ways, just by 
being together for dinner, talking and staying 
connected to each other, understanding that 
everyone in the family has a voice and that 
we all need to listen to each other helps make 
our family bonds stronger, just like the bonds 
that the circus created for so many families 
over the years. 
Cindy Huff is an aging studies graduate 
student. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
clhuff2@eiu.edu.
Nothing gives me more satisfaction in my job 
than writing and drawing comics; seeing them 
printed out into the paper or onto my comic site 
gives off no greater kind of bliss. However, many 
people do not understand the process of creating the 
art and most of the time, when they try to pursue 
it themselves, they fail. Being more experienced art-
ist, I feel that it is my duty to help fellow artists with 
mastering comics and explain to other interested in-
dividuals how I create them.
The first thing I do when creating a comic is 
choose my medium. I often use pencil and ink pens 
or digital media, but it is usually a matter of pref-
erence for everyone, so take some time and play 
around with different materials to understand what 
works best with you. 
After choosing your medium, ask yourself what 
you would like to draw. Will the content be serious 
or funny? Will the art style be realistic or silly? These 
seem like pretty mediocre and insignificant ques-
tions at first, but after exercising them extensively, 
it will become very clear that these questions make a 
strong foundation for any comic.
Next is the actual drawing process of the comic. 
Most comics require precise measurements as they 
are usually printed in a very limited space, so be cer-
tain to have a ruler at hand at all times. After sketch-
ing out your measurements, sketch out how you 
want your comic to look. 
You can never redraw the same scene too many 
times, and most of the time it looks better the more 
times you do. 
After you find yourself satisfied with the scene’s 
final sketch, the next step is to ink over the lines of 
the sketch. The best part about inking is that when 
you are done with the final lines, you can erase the 
sketch and exam the beauty of fine, crisp black lines. 
Coloring is optional. 
I cannot provide much on coloring since I do not 
do it too often myself, but just be sure you under-
stand basic color theory before you do.
In the end, after plenty of sketches, and trial and 
errors with ink and colors, you should most likely 
have a final piece that you are relatively happy with. 
If you have something that you are not too hap-
py with in the end, then do not worry. Dissatisfac-
tion is a natural part of the process. Having some-
thing you are not happy with should remind you 
not to quit and to instead try and try again until you 
have something that does satisfy your comic needs.
It is important for everybody to know the process 
of producing comics is because we could never have 
enough comic artists. We constantly have stories 
and messages to share with one another and the best 
way to share it with the world would be through 
the magical combination of literature and imagery 
that comics provide. Hopefully with sharing the in-
formation that I have taught to myself on how to 
create comics, then there might be even more great 
comics in the world now.
 
Dan Preradovic is a senior English major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
ddpreradovic@eiu.edu.
The Daily Eastern News believes that our univer-
sity over the years has become a well-kept secret due 
to minimal marketing and inconsistent promotion-
al efforts.  
However, the staff is pleased and encouraged by 
the announcement of a new marketing collabora-
tion.
In the article “Thorburn Group named as mar-
keting partner,” the Minneapolis-based advertising 
agency Thorburn Group will help create a market-
ing campaign including print and social media ads.
Having an outside agency that has built quali-
ty advertising campaigns for institutions including 
Drake University and Unity College is a step in the 
right direction. 
It is easy to fall in the pit of despair and only fo-
cus on our declining enrollment and our non-exis-
tent state appropriations however, our university still 
has amazing attributes that deserve to be shared. 
It is time to start bragging on the quality of our 
programs and how our university has been resilient 
during extremely bleak times.
Our textbook rental service, which saves students 
$900 a year from purchasing books, is the envy of 
other local universities. 
The combination of having a 14: 1 student to 
faculty ratio matched with 98% of the classes are 
taught by qualified faculty and not graduate as-
sistants contributes to Eastern having the highest 
freshman retention rate and graduation rate among 
comparable public Illinois universities.
Students can feel safe in Charleston, as Eastern 
was deemed the second safest college town by Safe-
wise, and students can join Greek Life and picked 
from over 200 Resigtered Student Organizations. 
The Thornburn Group representatives can read 
these impressive statistics from the admissions fly-
er “Top Ten Reasons to go to Eastern Illinois Univ-
eristy” and start to grasp what our university offers. 
These facts do not begin to scratch the surface 
of the positive impact Eastern has had on our stu-
dents, staff and community. It will take first hand 
accounts, honest feedback and description of cher-
ished memories. 
The editorial staff urges staff, undergraduates, 
graduates, faculty etc. to contact Josh Norman, vice 
president of enrollment, and Stacia Lynch, director 
of marketing and creating services, about being a 
brand advocate.  Someone who was eager to share 
their experiences and participate in the discussions 
that will help the Thorburn Group representatives 
learn about Eastern.
The administration has done its part by research-
ing and hiring Thorburn Group; now it is time for 
us to do our part. 
It is not enough to just have an advertising agen-
cy selected but it is ultimately about the message 
that will be depicted in the marketing efforts. 
The best way to help the Thornburn Group cre-
ate an accurate depiction of Eastern it takes partici-
pation from a wide range of Panthers. 
The staff believes it is time for us to be a part of 
the solution. The implications of these discussions 
could lead to increased knowledge of our campus 
and increased enrollment. 
One of the major elements that we as universi-
ty is lacking is a clear, concise marketing message, 
one that merges who we are, what we stand for and 
who we are as compared to our competitors. Hav-
ing this collaboration will help establish and spread 
this message. 
We as a staff believe Eastern is spending its mon-
ey wisely by investing in advertising and marketing 
efforts. We know that Eastern is worth the invest-
ment and our hope is that it will create an impres-
sive return.
Loss of famed 
circus act the 
end of an era 
for Americans
Comics: Complex yet worthwhile storytelling 
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Robert Caisley, an acclaimed 
playwright, will be discussing 
what makes writing plays unique 
on March 22 at 5:30 p.m. in The 
Doudna lecture hall.
Alumnus returns to discuss writing drama
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Playwright Robert Caisley will 
come to the Doudna Fine Arts Center 
Wednesday to provide a workshop and a 
presentation about writing scripts.
The workshop, “Playwriting: Some 
Thoughts, An Exercise & A Challenge,” 
will take place at 3 p.m. in Doudna 
2014, the Theatre Arts Classroom.
The presentation, “In a Dark Room 
with Strangers,” will be held at 5:30 
p.m. in Doudna Lecture Hall. It will fo-
cus on the differences between writing 
literature and scripting plays.
“A novelist doesn’t experience first-
hand someone reading their novel,” the 
1990 theatre arts alumnus said. “It’s so 
much harder writing for a live audi-
ence.”
Caisley first became involved in the-
atre when he was a teenager, but drama 
was a part of his life for longer. He said 
his father, an actor, provided plenty of 
early reading material.
“His scripts littered the house,” he 
said.
Caisley wrote his first scripts in his 
late teens. His production “Lucky Me” 
is currently running in Estonia. His 
newest play, “And Juliet,” is set to pre-
miere in early May at the New Jersey 
Repertory Company in Long Beach, 
New Jersey. He also wrote a revival of 
“The Open Hand,” which ran in 2016 
in Knoxville, Tennessee.
“I hope that there will be many, 
many more productions subsequently,” 
Caisley said.
Caisley’s return to Eastern is a year in 
the making, the result of coordination 
with the English department.
English professor Tim Engles said 
Caisley’s plays have been successful and 
theatre arts students could learn much 
from him.
“One of Robert’s topics in his talk 
will be what it’s like to write plays in 
ways that encourage more active audi-
ence participation, a difficult task for 
any playwright,” Engles said. “We’re 
thrilled to have Robert visit us.”
Caisley said he is also excited to re-
turn to Eastern.
“This is a nostalgic trip back down 
Memory Lane,” he said.
Caisley began as an actor but stopped 
in his 20s, when he took to writing and 
directing instead.
“I haven’t acted for years,” Caisley 
said. “It doesn’t come naturally to me.”
The scripts for “Lucky Me” and Cais-
ley’s 2013 play “Happy” will be available 
for purchase following the conference.
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 
581-2812 or at mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
By Angelica Cataldo 
Managing Editor | @DEN_News
The budget for the fiscal year 
of 2017-2018 was unanimously 
approved during the city council 
meeting Tuesday evening. 
A copy of the budget wil l  be 
placed on file at City Hall,  the 
Charleston Carnegie Public Li-
brary Central Library and online 
until April 4, 2017. 
A public hearing was also held 
p r i o r  t o  the  mee t ing ,  du r ing 
which Charleston residents pro-
vided comments regarding an ap-
plication of Federal Recreational 
Trails Program grant to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources.
Staf f  members  of  the Bui ld-
ing and Development Services at-
tended the hearing as well as the 
city council meeting to present the 
plan to expand the nature trails 
in places such as Fox Ridge State 
Park. 
Numerous testimonies were giv-
en stating that the expansion of 
things such as bike trails would be 
widely beneficial to the communi-
ty. 
City Planner Steve Pamperin 
said the grant would help contin-
ue plans to further efforts promot-
ing an alternative form of trans-
portation and recreation in the 
town. 
“This  idea was  very wel l  re-
ce ived,”  Pamper in sa id .  “(The 
trails) are used by people of all 
ages.” 
Code Official Alex Winkler said 
the development of  more out-
door recreation could lead to more 
tourism and possibly be an incen-
tive for future families and East-
ern students. 
Pamper in  sa id  the  grant  for 
this  development would be for 
$79,289. The total amount would 
add up to $129,901 after the ad-
ditional funding of $50,612 from 
the city. 
Dur ing  the  meet ing ,  Mayor 
Brandon Combs cal led Rev. G. 
Chris Prater, a senior pastor at the 
Charleston First Baptist church 
to the podium to talk about the 
church’s efforts to become a more 
active and contributing part of the 
community.
Prater said as part  of  the ef-
fort, the church has agreed to help 
clean up Sixth and Seventh Streets 
in town.
Angelica Cataldo can be reached at 
581-2812 or amcataldo@eiu.edu. 
In its notes on Workgroup No. 7’s 
budgetary analyses, the subcommittee 
wrote that both philosophy and Africana 
studies generate significant profits when 
examining program profit/loss analyses by 
“major regardless of subject.”
Faculty Senate chair Jemmie Robertson 
said it seems like various committees, in-
cluding the Academic Program Elimina-
tion/Reorganization Review committee, 
which looked at the philosophy program, 
all believe that philosophy is central to the 
university’s mission and core values.
The Faculty Senate’s final report was 
sent to Eastern President David Glass-
man, Provost Blair Lord and the Board of 
Trustees.
Lord thanked the Faculty Senate for 
the feedback at the meeting and said no fi-
nal decisions have on these programs have 
been made.
“There is still an ongoing consideration 
process,” Lord said.
He did report that the president’s coun-
cil has been going through recommenda-
tions from the other vitalization project 
workgroups.
When making the report, Faculty Sen-
ate member CC Wharram said the sub-
committee read through recommenda-
tions from the Workgroup and inter-
viewed various representative and depart-
ments.
“We thought about some of the ramifi-
cations instead of just looking at the data,” 
he said.
Also at the meeting, the Faculty Sen-
ate voted to pass a resolution supporting 
a Teach Out for Illinois Higher Education 
members of the EIU-UPI are attending in 
response to a lack of funding for state uni-
versities and colleges.
The statewide Teach Out will include 
universities, community colleges and oth-
er coalition partners.
The Teach Out will involve taking stu-
dents and faculty to the rotunda in the 
Springfield Capital so they could teach in 
the building.
Jon Blitz, president of the EIU-UPI, 
said there will be buses rented for people 
who want to go.
“We’re going to teach there, basical-
ly make a show of it, that we can’t do this 
anymore,” Blitz said.
To explain the reasoning behind the 
Teach Out, Blitz gave a presentation 
about how higher education funding in 
Illinois has been cut throughout the years 
and the effect it has had. 
According to a chart Blitz showed, 
the total number of full-time employees 
dropped by about 35 percent from 2006 
to 2016, and the number of civil service 
employees dropped by about 45 percent 
during the same time.
In his presentation, Blitz said that when 
adjusted for inflation, the average state ap-
propriation to Eastern from 1973 to 2015 
was $57.8 million. 
For 2015, the last year with a state ap-
propriation, Eastern received $43 million, 
which is 26 percent below this average.
When it comes to losing state-lev-
el funding, Blitz said, higher education is 
one of the areas that is worst off.
When comparing the FY 2015 enact-
ed budget to FY 2016 maximum autho-
rized spending, higher education took the 
biggest hit in education, with a 67.8 per-
cent cut.
K-12 education was cut by 1.1 percent, 
while early childhood education funding 
increased by 7.5 percent.
“We’re being singled out; the data 
shows that,” Blitz said.
Nationally, from 2000 to 2015, in fif-
teen of the largest states, Illinois lost 54 
percent in per-student funding. The only 
state doing worse was Arizona, until Illi-
nois stopped receiving an appropriation.
Faculty Senate member Billy Hung 
asked the senate to consider telling their 
students about the Teach Out and let 
them make up work for the missed day.
“We have to fight for what we believe 
in, and part of that fighting has to be get-
ting warm bodies at these events to have 
a show of support because they are elect-
ed officials who decide how the money is 
spent, and they need to feel the pressure 
from their electorate,” Hung said.
However, Faculty Senate member Amy 
Rosenstein said there is already an errone-
ous perception that people in higher ed-
ucation can do their job anywhere and 
do not work hard enough and suggested 
broadcasting to legislators the work pro-
fessors do on campus.
“Someone needs to let the public know 
we’re working our butts off here,” she said. 
“I feel like that needs to be out there.”
Faculty Senate member Todd Bruns 
said anyone who thinks faculty members 
are lazy is going to think that regardless of 
the Teach Out.
“This is an opportunity for us to go to 
Springfield and talk to legislators to argue 
the point (Rosenstein’s) raising, which is 
how much work we do, how much these 
investments are needed,” Bruns said.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
 
www. charleston-
illinois.org
For maps of the 
current trails in 
Charleston visit 
           THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | NEWS WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 
Bartenders wanted, flexible hours. 
Veterans of foreign wars post 
#4325. 1220 S. 19th Mattoon. Come 
pick up an application or call Cory 
217-493-1973
_________________________ 4/4
Help wanted
6
For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. (217) 549-
2668.
________________________ 3/22
Large 5 bedroom house for rent. 
3-5 tenants. 2 bathroom. Off-street 
parking high efficiency furnace. 
Washer, dryer, central air, trash in-
cluded. Available August 2017 for a 
10 or 12 month lease. Pictures on 
Craigslist. Call Pam at (217) 417-
7522.  
________________________ 3/31
SIGN NOW. PAY LATER. 1 & 2 BED-
ROOM APARTMENTS. Sign your 
lease for Melrose or Brooklyn in 
March and pay no money down. 
(217) 345-5515. 
________________________ 3/31
Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Looking for 2-3 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. www.myeiuhome.
com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. (217) 962-
0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information. (217) 
348-8249 or visit our website at 
ppwrentals.com 
_________________________ 5/1 
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting at 
$250 a bedroom. For spring semes-
ter 2017, fall semester 2017. No pets. 
Fully furnished except beds. Off-
street parking and laundry on-site. 
Some restrictions do apply. Call or 
text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
Space for sale.
217-581-2816
ACROSS
 1 Doc on a 
battlefield
 6 Captain of 
literature
10 Unwanted 
subway sights
14 Honda division
15 Singer Bareilles
16 Water, south of 
the border
17 “We used some 
food to make a 
snowman. Under 
his arms we put 
___”
19 Writer Morrison
20 The sun
21 Prov. north of 
Northumberland 
Strait
22 Dakar’s land
24 Picked up via 
gossip
26 Used to own
27 “Then we gave 
him ___”
32 Touch of love
34 Kind of clef
35 Half a kisser
36 During
37 Org. for drivers
38 Christian with 
some intelligent 
designs?
39 Plop down
40 Tiny problem
42 Crewmate of 
Sulu and Bones
44 “On top we put a 
___”
47 Last word of 
the Pledge of 
Allegiance
48 South Beach 
plan and others
49 Obama adviser 
Valerie
53 Playwright Will 
who wrote “The 
Realistic Joneses”
54 Mom-and-pop 
org.
57 Admit frankly
58 “Finally, we stuck 
in two ___. Yum!”
61 Rigatoni’s cousin
62 Berry imported 
from Brazil
63 Counterfeiter, e.g.
64 Newswoman 
Paula
65 Neat, as a lawn
66 “Ciao!”
DOWN
 1 Decidedly 
non-PC types?
 2 Comeback in a 
cave
 3 Burr/Hamilton 
showdown
 4 Abbr. on some 
sale goods
 5 Completely 
covers
 6 Dream
 7 “Bali ___”
 8 Newspaper 
section
 9 Single, say
10 Like “Pocahontas” 
or “Mulan”
11 Like a kid in a 
candy store
12 StarKist product
13 Something 
that’s frequently 
trimmed
18 Poet who 
wrote “In 
dreams begins 
responsibility”
23 Small iPod
24 Toned
25 Was boring, as a 
meeting
27 Water filter brand
28 State with 
1,350 miles of 
coastline: Abbr.
29 Type of type
30 What revolting 
people do?
31 Not showing 
one’s age, say
32 Check 
alternative
33 Gallic girlfriend
37 “___ Joey” 
(Rodgers and 
Hart musical)
38 Word files, briefly
40 Palm : hand :: 
___ : foot
41 Cowboys, but not 
Indians
42 Worker whose 
name is, 
appropriately, 
an anagram of 
NOTES
43 Jeans style
45 Champion of 
evolution
46 Makes a 
connection
49 Grammy 
category
50 New Balance 
competitor
51 Philip who said 
“goodbye” to 
Columbus
52 ___ Bell
54 Szczecin 
resident
55 Weight 
classification
56 “___ Karenina”
59 Lacking 
refinement
60 Capital of 
Colombia?
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Panther Service Day offers new sites
By Kalyn Hayslett
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_News 
Students can volunteer 
sooner and at new locations 
for the 15th Annual Panther 
Service Day April 1, which will 
kick-start Greek Week. 
Beth Gillespie, director of 
the civic engagement and vol-
unteerism office, said making 
Panther Service Day a part of 
Greek Week is something new 
the office is trying this year.
“In the past Panther Service 
Day is typically later in April, 
and we do have Greek par-
ticipation. But by building it 
into Greek Week, we are hope-
ful that we will have more stu-
dents go out, both from the 
Greek community and not,” 
Gillespie said. 
Individuals and groups will 
receive free T-shirts if they reg-
ister to volunteer by Thursday. 
Students can register online by 
going to the Panther Service 
Day tab on the Civic Engage-
ment and Volunteerism Office 
homepage.
If students are a part of a 
fraternity, sorority or registered 
student organization with 
more than five people volun-
teering, they will need to com-
plete a group registration form. 
Individual registration forms 
are also available. 
Greek Week lasts  from 
March 31 to April 9. Airband 
performances, Panther Service 
Day and Greek Sing will all 
take place the first weekend. 
Crystal Brown, assistant di-
rector for the civic engage-
ment and volunteerism office, 
said the Greek Week volunteer 
committee came up with idea 
in the hopes of engaging more 
Greek members.
Committee member Cat-
ie Witt said the Panhellenic 
Council requires its fraternities 
and sororities to have 15 per-
cent of their members partici-
pate.
“They came to (the volun-
teerism office) about doing a 
service project on that Satur-
day, and we discussed it here 
and with them. We thought, 
‘Why don’t we move Panther 
Service Day and make it a col-
laborative effort and a larger 
event?’” Brown said. 
Check-in will be at 9 a.m. 
April 1 in the University Ball-
room of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Union. Participants 
can have bagel and cream 
cheese in the morning and will 
be dismissed based on site lo-
cation. Students are respon-
sible for providing their own 
lunch, Gillespie said. 
Students can choose from 
volunteer sites that have been 
offered during Panther Ser-
vice Day for years including 
HOPE, Douglas Heart Na-
ture Center, Standing Stone 
Community Center, Five Mile 
House and First Fruits Home-
stead.
They can also choose sites 
typically offered during differ-
ent times of the year includ-
ing a mobile food pantry, a car 
wash fundraiser and communi-
ty aid in Ashmore.
Gillespie said this year is the 
first time students can volun-
teer for Choices for Pregnancy, 
where they can help clean up 
the agency’s thrift store, stock 
the shelves and organize the 
merchandise.
“They help women with 
education during pregnan-
cy (and) help with education 
about parenting in terms 
of techniques, physical and 
emotional health of babies 
after birth. They support the 
mother and baby until the 
baby is 2 to 3 years old. They 
do it for free,” Gillespie said. 
Choices for Pregnancy 
only has one employee and 
relies on volunteers to help 
maintain the educational ser-
vices they provide all year, 
Gillespie said.
“We like them because 
they support mothers who 
have low income, may be 
struggling or who are trying 
to be a different kind of par-
ent then they have experi-
enced — and they do this in 
a judgment-free supportive 
environment,” she said.
The car wash fundrais-
er will be held in the Auto 
Zone parking lot, and the 
goal is to raise $250, which 
will be donated to One Stop 
Community Christmas, Gil-
lespie said.
Volunteers will make signs 
in the morning to recruit com-
munity members, Brown said. 
The Eastern Illinois Food 
Bank will organize the mo-
bile food pantry sites. The vol-
unteers will travel to George-
town, Illinois, approximately 
an hour away, so students will 
meet in the Union and carpool 
to the location.
“Just due to the nature of 
the program, it will take place 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. which is 
a little longer than the time of 
the rest of the projects,” Brown 
said. 
Every location will have stu-
dent government represen-
tatives and executive board 
members to serve as site lead-
ers.
Gillespie said the student 
government representatives 
will help answer questions and 
make sure everyone is having 
fun and knows what they need 
to do. 
“We are going to act as 
those Prowl leaders for Panther 
Service Day. We don’t have a 
volunteer requirement for stu-
dent government, but we al-
ways try to do our best to vol-
unteer together,” Witt said.
Since 2003, student govern-
ment has co-sponsored the ser-
vice day and helped supply the 
free T-shirts.
“We are really grateful for 
the partnership; we are glad 
that it has continued, and we 
think it offers the senators 
from student government an-
other chance to be a leader for 
those who put them in office,” 
Gillespie said.  “To go out and 
spend time doing good togeth-
er is a powerful experience and 
for those in student govern-
ment who are wanting to be 
leaders on campus we think it’s 
a great way for them to do just 
that.”
Witt said the current stu-
dent senators are not shy and 
will use this time to meet new 
people.
“This gives them a chance 
to branch out and potential-
ly meet new people and maybe 
learn a perspective they orig-
inally did not hear before,” 
Witt said.
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached at 
581-2812 or
 kehayslett@eiu.edu.
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By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter| @DEN_Sports
It can be surmised that the track and field 
team’s success in this year’s indoor season will 
leak into future victories in the outdoor sea-
son. That assumption would be correct.
The Panthers held strong in the Ohio Val-
ley Conference Indoor Championships in 
Feb. when both the men and women each 
took home the championship title, proving 
that they were the best in OVC.
Eastern will travel to two of the same 
schools that they faced in the indoor season 
as they return to Indiana University and the 
University of Illinois for rematches of sorts. 
Trips to Southern Illinois-Carbondale, West-
ern Illinois, Drake and Illinois State have also 
been slated on the schedule.
It’s likely that Eastern will not face a con-
ference opponent until late April when they 
head to Champaign for the Illinois Twilight 
meet, barring 
the com- peti-
tion line ups remain the same as the 2015-
2016 season’s. The Panthers will race against 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville once before 
meeting them at the conference competition 
in May.
The Panthers’ first stop will be the Bill 
Cornell Classic in Carbondale. It’s still too 
early to determine the exact competitor line 
up as the entry deadline was yesterday; how-
ever, Carbondale will present a challenge to 
Eastern come Saturday.
The Saluki men took second in the Mis-
souri Valley Conference Indoor Champion-
ships while the women placed fourth over-
all. Carbondale also sent three athletes to the 
NCAA Indoor Track and Field Champion-
ships where Kyle Landon took second in high 
jump and earned first-team, All-American 
honors with a leap of 7’5”.
Fellow MVC team Illinois State will host 
this time around as the Redbirds traveled to 
Eastern in the outdoor season. The men’s 
team finished fourth at their conference meet, 
the highest finish for them in two years. The 
women placed second overall.
The Redbirds had just one athlete advance 
to the NCAA championship. Derrius Rogers 
notched as second-team, All-American time 
of 6.77 seconds in the 60-meter dashing, put-
ting him up at 13th in the event.
Summit League opponents Western Illinois 
will see action against Eastern this weekend 
and will host the Panthers in mid-April. The 
men and women each placed fifth in the con-
ference, and Malachi Adams won the 60- and 
200-meter dashes. His 200-meter dash time is 
just .48 seconds faster than junior Jamal Rob-
inson’s fastest indoor race.
The Eastern women’s team will head into 
the outdoor conference championships as re-
turning title-holders. The women won their 
first OVC outdoor title since 2013 while the 
men finished second overall and 59 points 
under champions Southeast Missouri.
Eastern will be sure to dominate its only 
home meet of the outdoor season. At the in-
door home opener this year, the men and 
women each took third. The men won the 
John Craft Invite while the women boasted 
second and repeated their respective placings 
at the Friday Night Special.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 581-2812 or 
krcordes@eiu.edu.
Track, field to be top contenders 
Kaitlin Cordes
 By Adam Shay 
Women’s Golf Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s golf team kicked of 
their spring season with a 14th place fin-
ish at the Morehead State University Spring 
Citrus Classic in Sorrento, Fla. 
The Panthers combined to score 1,011as 
a team over three-round tournament at the 
Redtail Golf Club. Junior Anne Bahr led 
Eastern with a 65th place finish.  The Pan-
thers ended the third round shooting a 341.
Following the season-opening tourna-
ment, Bahr said she knows what areas of her 
game she needs to work on.
“Obviously after today’s round I sti l l 
need some work on my mental game,” Bahr 
said.  “When we get back, I also need to 
work out my alignment issues and get more 
comfortable while addressing the ball, there 
was nothing consis-
tent for me today 
because of that is-
sue.”
S e n i o r  C h l o e 
Wong placed 73rd 
w i t h  a  s c o r e  o f 
three-round score 
of 249.  Senior Al-
e x a n d r a  P i c k e n s 
finished in a tie for 
74th  wi th  a  tota l 
score of 250.  
Pickens said during the tournament her 
chipping and tee shots were her best assets, 
but also saw room for improvement.
“My chipping was really good and saved 
me on a few holes the past three days,” 
Pickens said.  “My tee shots were pretty 
good too, but I really need to work on my 
approach shots and putting.  I missed too 
many short putts.”
Rounding out the five Panther golfers 
were junior Hannah Magda (82-266) and 
senior Madison Burgett (83-279).
Despite the 14th place finish, the team is 
content with how the tournament went and 
will work to improve for the March 27,28 
Southern Illinois Invitation.  
Bahr said as a team, there are specific ar-
eas that need improvement but overal l , 
there is a lot of positives to take away from 
the weekend.
“I think as a team this week we saw good 
improvement ,  we can a lways  use  work 
on our mental and short games though,” 
Bahr said.  “Overall, I think we have a lot 
of good things to take away from the past 
three days, especially considering it was our 
first tournament.”
The Panthers saw a 22-stroke improve-
ment from their first-round score of 346 to 
a significantly lower 324 second round to-
tal.
If the Panthers can return to their sec-
ond-round form, Pickens said they can 
place reasonably well at tournaments.
“We improved 22 strokes after one round 
which is very impressive,” Pickens said.  “If 
we can shoot those scores consistently, we 
can place reasonable well at tournaments.”
Murray State won the Spring Citrus Clas-
sic by scoring 892 led by junior Moa Folke 
who finished second individually by break-
ing par at 216.  The individual winner of 
the tournament was Florida Golf Coast 
sophomore Madeline Marck-Sherk who 
shot a 4-under par 212.  
  
Adam Shay can be reached at 581-2812.
Women’s golf team struggles at Florida meet
Anne Bahr
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
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Redshirt sophomore Hunter Clark delivers a pitch against Kansas State University on Saturday, March, 4 in Manhatttan, Kan. Clark earned a no decision 
in Indiana State’s walk-off win Tuesday.
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By Parker Valentine 
Women’s Tennis Reporter
Ohio Valley Confernce play is in full 
swing as the Panthers head to Edwards-
ville. They are set to take on in-state rival 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville 
on Wednesday with the first matches set 
to begin at 1p.m.
This will be the Panthers first mid-
week match up of the season, but Coach 
Emily Wang isn’t worried. 
“Playing a mid-week match does not 
change our preparation much, we will 
practice as usual,” said Wang.
The Panthers are 1-0 in conference 
play, notching their first OVC win of the 
season on Friday. They defeated Jackson-
ville St. 6-1.
Three of the last four meets between 
these two teams have been decided by one 
point. 
“We always have rivalry type matches 
against SIUE. They are our instate con-
ference rival,” said senior Kamile Stadal-
ninkaite. 
Although the matches have been com-
petitive, the Panthers find themselves 
heading into Wednesday’s meet having 
lost three straight spring matches against 
the Cougars. 
In their most recent meet with the 
Cougars, the Panthers fought throughout 
the match. Sophomore Abby Carpenter 
was victorious in singles, as she defeated 
SIUE graduate McKenzie Thomas (6-3, 
6-0). Junior Grace Summers found suc-
cess against the Cougars as well. She de-
feated Madeline Hill (6-1, 6-7, 7-5). As a 
team, they came up just short of victory 
though, losing the meet 4-3. 
“Although we play the same teams over 
the years, players and positions are con-
stantly changing,” said senior Kelly Iden.
One thing to watch out for though, is 
the matchup of Iden and all-conference 
senior Lexi Aranda. The two No. 1 posi-
tion seniors have matched up in each of 
the last two seasons.
 “Preparation is key to success. We have 
worked hard in practice and performed 
well during our pre-season matches. With 
OVC matches starting, we will have the 
same mindset of competing and winning. 
However, there is a strong desire to finish 
as the top team in the OVC,” Iden said. 
This will be only the second conference 
match the Panther freshmen have experi-
enced. They are in good hands though, 
as the more experienced Panthers try to 
guide them.
 “I advise my younger teammates to 
prepare just like any other match. Word 
hard, fight hard, and be positive because 
every point won is one point closer to our 
team winning,” said Iden.
Parker Valentine can be reached at 581-
2812 or at pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Women’s tennis team prepares for SIUE
Baseball falls in walk-off loss 2-1
By Maher Kawash 
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern baseball team finally 
got the performance it wanted from 
its pitching staff, but it still was not 
enough. 
The Panthers traveled to Indiana 
State Tuesday afternoon for the first 
of a home-and-home series between 
the two this season. 
It was Eastern’s final road match-
up, which concludes a lengthy 19-
game trip to start the season, but the 
2-1 loss was one of the toughest yet. 
The Panthers had their senior on 
the mound in Brendon Allen and he 
struggled in the first inning,  giving 
up one early run. 
But Allen would find himself, in 
fact, he put together his best outing 
all season, as he gave up just one run 
on five hits in seven innings pitched. 
Eastern finally got a starter to go 
deep into a ballgame, but the bats 
just went cold against the Sycamores 
by not being able to score until the 
final inning. 
After a strong relief performance 
from Alex Stevenson in the bot-
tom of the eighth, the Panthers were 
able to strike a run in the top of the 
ninth and tie the game at one. 
But as many Eastern fans have 
seen before, the Panthers faltered 
late when it mattered most. 
A walk and a hit-by-pitch allowed 
the Sycamores to have runners in 
scoring position where a sac-fly was 
all that would be needed for the 
game-winning run to cross the plate. 
The (2-17) Panthers suffered their 
third straight loss but finally get the 
chance to return home this weekend 
to continue conference play. 
The loss hurts their record but the 
game showed a continuance of im-
provement from a young Eastern 
team. 
This is the second consecutive 
game in which the Panthers have 
fallen in late innings, and it is clear 
the bats just struggled. 
Against Jacksonville State, it was 
Eastern’s offense which kept them in 
the game whereas this time around 
that was not the case. 
Hits came at a premium with just 
five in the game, and it led to the 
Panthers leaving six runners on base. 
Despite the loss, Joe Duncan add-
ed another multi-hit game to his re-
sume for the season, as he led the 
team with two against Indiana State. 
Duncan continues to lead the 
team in batting average as well, as 
his stands at .316 following the per-
formance against the Sycamores. 
Nicholas McCormick has also 
continued to produce at the plate 
as he heads into the weekend with a 
.269 average at the plate. 
The Panthers still  have a few 
chances to improve their non-con-
ference record later on in the season, 
but now turn their focus temporari-
ly to conference play. 
 After the three-game home se-
ries against Murray State this week-
end, Eastern welcomes Robert Mor-
ris into town next Tuesday for an-
other single-game matchup. 
It will be part of a five-game 
home stand for the Panthers. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
By Mark Shanahan
Men’s Golf Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s golf team fin-
ished in 10th in the 11-team Twin 
Oaks Intercollegiate hosted by Mis-
souri State. 
The second day of the two-day 
event featured a delay due to weath-
er and changed the tee times to a 
shotgun start. After temps in the 
low 80s Monday, Tuesday saw tem-
peratures drop into the low 50s 
with winds as high as 10 mph. 
Sophomore Alvaro Hernandez 
finished as the top golfer for East-
ern for the second tournament in 
a row posting a 71 in the first and 
third round to finish with a com-
bined 218. 
Hernandez said the weather’s ef-
fect on warmup times affected his 
play on final day. 
“The time of the warm up was 
kind of messed up because of the 
storm and I feel like that made my 
start a little slow with a few bogeys 
at the beginning, but then fought 
back to finish with a great round,” 
he said.
Hernandez finished in a tie for 
11th, improving from 24th finish 
on day one.
“I knew that I had to go low to-
day, maybe to be a little bit more 
aggressive to try to finish up on the 
top 10,” he said. “Ended up just one 
short of it, but I’m happy with the 
way that I played after the start of 
the round.”
Romeo Perez finished 45th for 
the Panthers with a f inal three 
round total of 229. Senior Daniel 
Hughes and freshman Grant Mill-
er finished in a tie for 66 and senior 
Ryan Hughes ended the day in 68. 
finished right near each other at the 
end of day two. 
Bradley jumped Missouri State in 
the final round of the tournament 
to take first place in the team stand-
ings. Bradley finished four strokes 
better than Missouri State on Tues-
day to win by just two strokes. Mis-
souri State scored its best round to-
tal of the three rounds in the final 
round, but it was not enough to 
hold off Bradley.
Bradley had a final total score 
of 859 and Missouri State finished 
with an 861, which separated the 
two teams from the rest of the com-
petition. Southern Illinois Edwards-
ville came in third place with a total 
score of 876. Right behind South-
ern Illinois Edwardsville is Western 
Illinois in fourth place with a total 
score of 877. 
After being tied for fifth place af-
ter day one, Northern Iowa pulled 
ahead of Texas Rio Grande Verde 
to finish in fifth. In sixth place, 
Green Bay finished with a total 
score of 888, which tied with Tex-
as Rio Grande Valley. There was not 
much separation between the sev-
enth, eighth and nine place finish-
ers. Creighton finished eighth with 
a score of 902 and Valparaiso had 
a final tally of 904. Eastern and 
Loyola-Chicago rounded out the 
team standings with scores of 925 
and 937. 
Bradley’s Ethan Brue was able to 
hold off Missouri State’s Adam Fish-
er to take the top spot in the tour-
nament. Brue led after day one and 
shot a 70 in the final round to fin-
ish with a total score of 207. Fisher 
shot a 69 in the final round, but fell 
just short with a final score of 208 
to take second place. 
Bradley’s Zach Jewell and South-
ern Illinois Edwardsville’s Dan-
ny Gorman finished in third and 
fourth place. Jewell shot a tourna-
ment best 66 in the third round to 
finish with a score of 212. Gorman 
was in third after day one, but fell 
to fourth with a round score of 74. 
Gorman finished with a final score 
of 214. 
There was a tie for fifth place be-
tween Brad Carpenter and Sam De-
Bartolo from Missouri State and 
Northern Iowa. Carpenter shot a 70 
and DeBartolo shot a 71 on the fi-
nal day to finish with a total score 
of 216. There was a four-way tie 
for seventh place with each of those 
players finishing the tournament 
with a total score of 217. 
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Hernandez finishes strong in final 
